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CALL FOR ABSTRACTS:
2027 National Watershed & Stormwater

Conference

April 13-15, 2027 | The Westin San Antonio North, San Antonio, Texas
Hosted by the Center for Watershed Protection (CWP)

Share your expertise at one of the nation's premier watershed and stormwater
conferences. The Center for Watershed Protection invites practitioners, researchers,
students, nonprofit organizations, consultants, local governments, state and federal
agencies, engineers, scientists, planners, educators, and community organizations to
submit abstracts for the 2027 National Watershed & Stormwater Conference. Join

colleagues from across the country at a three-day conference to exchange innovative
ideas, practical solutions, lessons learned, and emerging research that are advancing
watershed protection and resilient communities.

DEADLINE TO SUBMIT: NOVEMBER 6, 2026

Why Present at the National Watershed & Stormwater Conference?

Share your work with a national audience of watershed professionals.
Exchange ideas with leading practitioners, researchers, and decision-makers.
Help shape the future of watershed and stormwater management.
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2027 KEY TOPICS

Stormwater Program Management, Policy, and Regulatory Compliance

As stormwater regulations continue to evolve, successful programs require innovative approaches
to compliance, cross-departmental coordination, enforcement, and long-term program
management. This topic explores strategies that help communities meet regulatory requirements
while improving watershed outcomes.

Potential focus areas include:
o MS4 permit implementation and compliance strategies
« Clean Water Act Sections 401/404 permitting and compliance
» Integrating stormwater, floodplain management, and post-construction requirements
« Construction stormwater compliance and enforcement
o Stormwater program administration and organizational management
« Stormwater manuals, guidance documents, and program innovations
+ Regulatory updates and emerging policy trends
o Stormwater utility programs and financing
o Council of Governments and regional collaboration

Green Infrastructure, Nature-Based Solutions, and Watershed Resilience

Communities are increasingly using green infrastructure and nature-based approaches to
address flooding, improve water quality, and increase climate resilience. Sessions may explore
planning, design, implementation, and long-term performance of green infrastructure in both
urban and rural watersheds.

Potential focus areas include:
« Nature-based solutions for flood mitigation
« Green infrastructure in highly urbanized environments
o Erosion and sediment risk reduction
« Water quality improvement through watershed restoration
« Innovative restoration approaches in impaired urban watersheds
o Protecting groundwater and karst aquifers through stormwater design
o Urban, suburban, and rural watershed management strategies
o Real-time controls and smart stormwater systems

Stormwater Asset Management, Performance, and Maintenance

Long-term success depends on understanding how stormwater practices perform over time and
developing sustainable maintenance strategies. We welcome presentations evaluating
infrastructure performance, monitoring results, and practical maintenance strategies.

Potential focus areas include:
« Long-term performance of stormwater control measures
« Inspection, operation, and maintenance best practices
« Asset management and lifecycle planning
o Funding strategies for long-term maintenance
« Monitoring and performance evaluation of best management practices
« Research on aging stormwater facilities
« Lessons learned from maintenance challenges
« Construction practices that improve long-term performance
« Advocacy for local level stormwater governance and sustainable funding



2027 KEY TOPICS

Emerging Science, Research, and Technology for Watershed Management

Rapid advances in science and technology are creating new opportunities to better understand
and manage watersheds. This topic welcomes research and innovative applications that improve
decision-making and environmental outcomes.

Potential focus areas include:

o Emerging contaminants, including PFAS

« Bacteria, pathogen monitoring, and TMDL implementation

« Watershed modeling, remote sensing, and decision-support tools

o Pollutant removal research and treatment effectiveness

« Soil health, vegetation management, and ecosystem function

« Social, economic, and public health dimensions of watershed management
« Groundwater quality and protection

« Machine learning applications and artificial intelligence

Collaboration, Education, and Workforce Development

Successful watershed protection depends on partnerships, education, and community
engagement. This topic explores innovative approaches for building public support,
strengthening partnerships, and developing the next generation of watershed professionals.

Potential focus areas include:

« Community engagement and public participation

« Workforce development and career pathways

« Watershed education and outreach programs

« Partnerships among engineers, planners, landscape architects, and resource managers

« Cross-sector collaboration and regional partnerships

« Funding opportunities and program sustainability

« Communicating science to decision-makers and the public

o Equity and community-centered watershed initiatives

« Utilizing the arts (literature, film, streaming media, visual arts, etc.) to communicate
watershed protection

« Incorporating philosophical, religious and cultural perspectives in watershed protection

Emerging Challenges and Innovative Solutions

Communities are facing increasingly complex environmental challenges that require creative
solutions and interdisciplinary approaches. This topic highlights innovative projects, emerging
practices, and lessons learned from addressing today's most pressing watershed issues, including
topics that do not fit neatly within the other conference categories.

Potential focus areas include:

o Floodplain management innovations

« Managing urban wildlife impacts

« Balancing flood mitigation with habitat restoration

« Innovative construction management practices

« Climate adaptation and resilient infrastructure

o Multi-benefit watershed restoration projects

« Integrated water quality and flood resilience planning

« Case studies demonstrating measurable environmental outcomes



Abstract Submission Guidelines

Abstracts must be no more than 350 words and include:

« Presentation Title (maximum 8 words)
« Primary Presenter Name, Organization, and Email Address
« Presentation Summary (maximum 50 words)
« The abstract should describe:
o Background and purpose
o Methods or approach
o Results, lessons learned, or key findings
o Practical implications for watershed or stormwater management
o Project location(s), if possible
o Relevance to one or more conference topics

Presentation Formats:

60-minute workshops

20-minute presentations Interactive format encouraged

Panels or facilitated discussions welcome!
Up to 10-minutes for Q&A

3 to 5 presenters recommended

Key Considerations for Abstract Submissions

Multiple Submissions: You may submit more than one abstract. To provide opportunities for a diverse
range of presenters, individuals may be limited to one accepted presentation. Additional highly rated
submissions may be placed on a waiting list.

Practical Relevance: Presentations should provide practical experience, applied research, technical
innovations, or educational approaches that advances watershed and stormwater management.
Abstracts should clearly demonstrate relevance to practitioners and decision-makers.

Commercial Content: Presentations must be educational in nature and should not serve as sales or
marketing presentations. Organizations interested in promoting products or services are encouraged to
explore conference sponsorship and exhibitor opportunities.

Language: All abstracts and presentations must be submitted and presented in English.

Author Responsibilities: The submitting author is responsible for the accuracy of the abstract, obtaining
any necessary permissions for copyrighted material, and communicating conference information to any
co-presenters.

Presenter Expenses: Presenters are responsible for conference registration, travel, lodging, and other
associated expenses. Accepted presenters will receive discounted conference registration through the
early-bird registration period.



Submission Method

Submit through the online portal here!

PDF format required.

A confirmation email will be sent upon successful
submission!

Abstract Evaluation Process

Submissions will be reviewed anonymously by the Conference Technical Planning
Advisory Committee and CWP staff based on the following criteria:

Alignment with conference topics

Technical Quality Scientific rigor, sound methods, credibility

Clarity Organization and readability

Innovation New ideas, research, or applications

Practical Value Applicability to real-world watershed management

Deadline to Submit Abstracts: November 6, 2026

Visit the conference website for registration information, sponsorship
opportunities, field trips, and updates to the conference agenda, or contact the
conference team at events@cwp.org.
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